
Page 1 of 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autism Asperger ACT's submission to the ACT 2012 Budget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gay von Ess OAM (Ex Officio President) 

Peter Maskell (Vice President) 

 
PO Box 719 
Mawson ACT 2607 

ABN: 77 473 757 782 

 

telephone: (02) 6176 0514 
email: info@autismaspergeract.com.au 

www.autismaspergeract.com.au 

 



Page 2 of 3 

 

About the Autism Asperger ACT 

Autism Asperger ACT Inc., ABN 77 473 757 782, is a not-for-profit association that was incorporated 

in 2006 under the Australian Capital Territory’s Associations Incorporation Act 1991.  

The association has greatly expanded its scope during the past four years. This annual operating plan, 

in enabling the strategic plan, will build strongly on recent successes. 

The association has about 1,000 members, the majority of whom are people with autism spectrum 

disorders (ASDs) or members of their families, or their carers.  

Operating from premises at the Chifley Health and Wellbeing Hub, the association conducts or 

facilitates a wide range of activities with the help of volunteers or a small number of paid staff.  

Funding of staff is, however, transitory. 

The association currently does not have the resources to meet the compliance costs (in terms of 

money, expertise and time) that follow from incorporating as a company. However, the association 

has adopted governance practices substantially similar to those of a company, as appropriate to the 

association’s scope. A governing committee of nine persons exercises governance of the association. 

Since staff undertake roles tied to their funding, members of the governing committee must also take 

key managerial roles. This is achieved by each governing committee member being joined by at least 

two other persons (not themselves committee members) to form a team that handles specific 

management functions. More information is in the governance section of the AAACT strategic plan. 

The governing committee is acutely aware of the importance of high standards of governance to the 

attractiveness of the association to potential funding entities, and strives to implement best practice, 

as appropriate to the association’s size and scope. 

 

Specific Budget Consultative Questions 

1 What services do you believe are most important for the Territory? 

 Autism Asperger ACT (AAACT) believes that it is critical that people with Autism Spectrum 

 Disorders have access to a range of services (therapy, education, community based, residential 

 etc) that meet their individual needs and are available throughout their life span. 

 We realise that in this time of funding restraints new services are difficult to establish. We 

 acknowledge the government's commitment to disability services by the establishment of the 

 After School Care and Vacation Programs at Belconnen Community Services and Black 

 Mountain School for children and young people with high support needs including autism. 

 AAACT also acknowledges and welcomes the Therapy Assistant Pilot Project that the ACT 

 Government provided through Therapy ACT in the current financial year (2011-2012). 

 Providing therapy in schools is vitally important as this is where school age children spend the 

 majority of their day. 

 We believe that a number of mainstream children, who had not previously been receiving 

 therapy, were identified through the screening phase of this project. Although we 

 acknowledge that all children who need therapy should receive it, we are concerned that the 

 therapy assistant services for the previously identified children in the targeted schools would 

 have been reduced as a result of significantly more children being added to the project. 

 At the conclusion of the Pilot we strongly urge the government to extend this program to all 

 schools in the ACT (government, Catholic and Independent), and in particular to  special 
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 schools and those schools that have specialised classes (Learning Support Units Autism; 

 Generic Learning Support Units and Learning Support Centres). 

2. Should the Government maintain its current suite and level of services? 

 AAACT considers it to be critical that services to people with Autism Spectrum Disorders 

 (ASDs) be maintained  at least at the current level. Every week more people are being 

 diagnosed in the ACT with an ASD- as a result existing government services are being 

 stretched to breaking point. 

3. What capital infrastructure priorities should the Government consider 
 implementing in the next four years? 
 
 AAACT recognises and appreciates the significant investment that the ACT government has 

 made in major infrastructure in recent years, including setting up services hubs at various 

 locations throughout the territory.  To this end, AAACT does not – at this stage – have any 

 specific recommendations for major new capital infrastructure, but rather recommends 

 investigating how to optimise utilisation of existing infrastructure to maximise return on 

 investment. That said, investigation into additional investment priorities for enabling 

 enhanced inclusion at some schools and other facilities– such as modernised fencing and 

 upgrades to facilities – should continue to be conducted. 

4.  How can the Government deliver current services more efficiently?  

 During the next twelve months AAACT plans to have discussions with other stakeholders 

 regarding the possibility of approaching government to establish a Central Diagnostic Team 

 where all children who are displaying delays in development are assessed by the one team of 

 doctors, therapy staff and psychologists.  

 The current system, where children who are suspected of  having an ASD are seen by the 

 Autism Team at Therapy ACT, is not entirely satisfactory.  AAACT believes that currently

 about 40% of the children assessed by the Autism Team do not receive an autism diagnosis. 

 Their parents are then left having to start the diagnostic process again elsewhere. In the 

 meantime valuable time has been lost. The waiting list for the Autism Team can be a number 

 of months and the diagnosis process takes a number of weeks and yet at the end of this time 

 the family is no nearer knowing what their child's difficulties are. Having a Central Diagnostic 

 Team with the skills to diagnose all disabilities (ASD; ADD: ADHD; Tourette's Syndrome etc.) 

 would ensure (a) only one waiting period for families and (b) that any comorbidites were 

 identified immediately. 

 
5. Are there any services you think the community should make a direct 
 contribution to (a fee for service)? 
  
 AAACT strongly believes that people with Autism Spectrum Disorders should not be expected 
 to pay a fee for services. People with disabilities already incur many costs, not borne by the 
 general community, expecting them to pay for therapy services etc is not acceptable. 
 

 

 


